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COURSE CONTENT

01. Detective Fictions and
it’s origin

. Detective Fiction in
World Literature

. Detective Fiction in
Bengali Literature

. Sharadindu
Bandyopadhyay
and Byomkesh ’

. Shajarur Kanta and it’s |
uniqueness among the |
genre

. Critical Thinking and
Analization

“Shajarur Kanta” or
“The Quills of the
Porcupine”, which was
one of the last
Byomkesh stories to be
published. This novella
is a classic example of
how Bandyopadhyay
became more ambitious
in his later work,
eschewing the traditional
narrative format and
turning his gaze to a
larger canvas.

Intercut with the murder
mystery are observations
on class and caste
differences, the alienation
inherent in big-city living,
and the dual natures

of people -
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“Shajarur Kanta”
centres on a seemingly
random series of

murders, each
perpetuated with a
porcupine quill, each
victim belonging to a
different class of
society.




Report on Add-on Course on “Detective Fiction”
Conducted By : Dr. Rini Nath ; Professor, Vidyasagar College, Masat , Hooghly
Session : 2019 — 2020
Objective of this course :

A course on Detective Fiction can serve as a valuable tool in preparing
individuals for the literary Evolution of Detective fictions and how the popularity
of this genre effected a stream of writers to went on this way and how
“Shajarur kanta“ or “The Quills of Porcupine” is a exception which captivates
readers and critics.

The Objectives of a Detective Fiction Course have the common objectives that
includes :

1. Familiarizing students with the history and development of the Detective
Fiction Genre : This objective involves introducing students to key authors,
works and movements within the genre. Students will study the evolution
of Detective Fiction from its early origins to contemporary examples.

2. Analyzing the Elements and techniques of Detective Fiction : This
objective focuses on helping students understand the various components
that make up a detective fiction story, such as plot structure, character
development, setting and narrative style. Students will learn how these
elements contribute to the overall effectiveness of a Detective story.

3. Developing Critical thinking and Analytical Skills : Detective Fiction often
requires readers to engage in deductive reasoning and problem solving. In
a detective fiction Course, students are encouraged to analyze clues, make
predictions and evaluate evidence in order to solve mysteries alongside
the protagonist. This objective aims to enhance students’ ability to think
critically and analytically.

4. Exploring themes of Social issues in Detective Fiction : Detective Fiction
often addresses broader societal concerns and can be a vehicle for social



commentary. This objective involves examining these themes are
portrayed and how they relate to the real-world issues.

5. Enhancing Literary analysis and interpretation skills: Through close
reading and textual analysis, students can develop their skills in
interpreting and analyzing literary texts. They may study the use of
Symbolism, foreshadowing, irony and other literary devices employed in
Detective Fiction. This objective aims to deepen students’ understanding of
literary techniques and enhance their ability to analyze and interpret texts.

6. Cultivating an appreciation for Detective Fiction as a form of literature:
This objective involves fostering an appreciation for the genre as a unique
and valuable form of literature. Students may explore the reasons why
detective fiction has remained popular over time and analyze its cultural
significance. They may also discuss the impact of Detective Fiction on other
genres and media.

These objectives aim to provide students with a comprehensive
understanding of a Detective Fiction as a genre, develop their critical thinking
and analytical skills and encourage them to engage with the themes and social
issues explored within Detective Fiction stories.

Mode of Teaching : Offline

Duration : 32 Hours

Conducted By : Dr. Rini Nath
Course Director : Dr. Sudip Kumar Chakraborty
Co-ordinator : Dr. Hrishita Gupta Bakshi

Course Designer : Dr. Malabika Banerjee



e Course Content
. Detective Fiction - origin and evolution.
. Detective Fiction in World Literature.
Detective Fiction in Bengali Literature and prosperity of the genre.
. Sharadindu Bandyopadhyay and Byomkesh.
“Shajarur Kanta ” and its’ uniqueness among the genre.
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Critical thinking and analyzing the Fiction.

“Shajarur Kanta” or “The Quills of the Porcupine”, which was one of the last
Byomkesh stories to be published. This novella is a classic example of how
Bandyopadhyay became more ambitious in his later work, eschewing the
traditional narrative format and turning his gaze to a larger canvas. In fact,
Byomkesh makes his entry quite late into the story, and only after we as readers
already know nearly all the facts of the case.

“Shajarur Kanta” centres on a seemingly random series of murders, each
perpetuated with a porcupine quill, each victim belonging to a different class of
society. As the plot unfolds, we realise that the murders are in some way
connected to the lives of an unhappily married couple and a group of disparate
characters who meet each evening for social chit-chat. Intercut with the murder
mystery are observations on class and caste differences, the alienation inherent in
big-city living, and the dual natures of people — though of course these musings
don’t preclude an exciting denouement featuring a bulletproof vest and
Byomkesh using his “iron fist” to knock out a criminal.

In the most ambitious passage of the story, the omniscient narrator follows the
nighttime lives of each of the principal characters, using their activities to
comment on the dark underbelly of even the most conventional social orders.
One gets a sense here of a society in transition, of the restlessness and
disaffection of people who live in a big city, and how easily crime can breed in
such a setting (at times, it's easy to forget that the period is the 1950s).
Bandyopadhyay seems to be making a self-conscious attempt to transcend the
trappings of his genre — though the narrative structure feels a little forced at
times, it’s an undeniably intriguing approach to what might otherwise have been
by-the-numbers mystery.
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Extract of the Proceedings of the meeting of the IQAC of Raja Peary Mohan College,
Uttrapra, Hooghly, held on 01.08.2019 in the Principal’s office.

Agendum No 5:
1. Resolved that the Addon Course on Detective Fiction will be started by Department of
Bengali from 2019-2020 session.

Coordinator Principal
Raja Peary Mohan College Raja Peary Mohan College
Uttarpara, Hooghly Uttarpara, Hooghly
Coordinator,
Internal Quality Assurance Cell Raia P PRINCIPAL
Raja Peary Mohan College aja Peary Mohan College

Uttarpara, Hooghly Uttarpara, Hooghly



Raja Peary Mohan College
1, Acharya Dhruba Pal Road,

Uttarpara, Hooghly, West Bengal, Pin- 712 258.
Ph (033)2663-0191, Fax (033) 26634155
Website : www.ipmcollege.org, e-mail : rwmmmm@ﬁnﬂlwm

Date:

NOTICE

Department of Bengali of Raja Peary Mohan College will
organize an Add on course on Detective Fiction for the students
pursuing Bengali Hons. which will commence from 3 February,

2020 (Session —2019-20). Interested students can enlist their
names or contact their H.0.D. for further information.

PRINCIPAL thasizle

) - INCIPA

Principal jﬂ%mr RAJA PEARY MoHaN coLtege H.O.D.
UTTARPARA, HOOGHLY '

Raja Peary Mohan College Dept. of Bengali
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Raja Peary Mohan College
1, Acharya Dhruba Pal Road,

Uttarpara, Hooghly, West Bengal, Pin- 712 258.

Ph (033)2663-0191, Fax (033) 26634155
Website : www.rpmcollege.org, e-mail : rajapearymohancollege@gmail com

Ref : Date:

NOTICE

Add on course on Detective Fiction for the students pursuing Bengali
Hons. which will be Starting from 03.02.2020 at 12.30 PM in the
Department.

Ui O ~Dudend ,-i axCEdl

Course Co-ordinator Principal

Dept. of Bengali Raja Peary Mohan College

PRINC IFAL
Raja Peary Mohan College
Uttarpara, Hooghly
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Certificate:

i/ DEPARTMENT OF BENGALI
RAJA PEARY MOHAN COLLEGE
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

This certificate is presented to
: :‘n«t-:';ﬁf%m:i}. .............. LY T - T T V53 3.0 W - SO

Detective Fiction

organized by Department of Bengali, Raja Peary Mohan College during the

Academic Session 2019-2020 and secured Grade.............
Jatraasr UG Goptrdalol
PRINCIPAL COURSE COORDINATOR
RAJA PEARY MOHAN COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF BENGALI
PPINCWNr
sy Poary Muhan Cullego

Unargara, Mol
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